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Dear Friends 

#Followthestar

The star of Bethlehem is probably the most well known symbol of the Christmas season. 

Many Christmas trees carry a star on the top, maybe yours does? If not I’m guessing it will be adorned with 
Christmas lights which shine as brightly as the stars in the sky under the special star of Bethlehem. What 
about tinsel? Some people love it others less so but silver/gold tinsel adds to the shimmer and the glow of 
the star lights. For me a star on top is essential and if not a star then an angel. 

We hear about the star of Bethlehem in Matthew’s Gospel Chapter 2.  He tells us that the Bethlehem Star 
pointed the Wise Men to Jesus.  The bright shining star was a source of incredible joy to the Wise Men from 
the east. As star gazers they saw something special and followed that unusual star to Jesus. 

It was probably be a comet or a meteor which can be seen for some time in the sky. It was specially 
prepared for by God it did a special and wonderful job. The star is prominent in the telling of the nativity 
story in Matthew to persuade people that Jesus was the anticipated and expected Messiah.  

There will be a prominent star on the church tower throughout December. When you are traveling up Church 
Street look out for it. It will shine high and bright encouraging those who see it to ‘Follow the Star’ to Jesus.

Jesus is the light who Christians follow, bringing them hope in the darkest of times.  

“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”   
(John 8:11-13)

Composer, John Henry Hopkins Jr. captured the meaning of the star in a short Christmas carol he wrote in 
1857 for a Christmas pageant: 

O STAR OF WONDER, STAR OF NIGHT,

STAR WITH ROYAL BEAUTY BRIGHT,

WESTWARD LEADING, STILL PROCEEDING,

GUIDE US TO THY PERFECT LIGHT.

I hope you like many others will Follow the Star and find the perfect light at one of our Christmas services 
which are listed later in this magazine. Two thousand and more years in Jesus is still ‘the light’ which no 
darkness can extinguish. 

May the light of life be wonder-full for you and all who you love this Christmas time.

Blessings

Reverend Gary

Vicar's letter 

Reverend Gary Schofield – Vicar of Wales
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Christmas 2018 
www.walesparishchurch.com

Date Event Time Venue

December 9th Christmas Family Service
With a teenage nativity play by Livewire 
Drama Group

11am Wales Church

December 16th Pop up Nativity Service 
For young children. Just dress up and 
take part no rehearsals necessary

11am Wales Church

December 16th Carols by Candlelight
Around the candlelit crib with your 
favourite seasonal hymns

6pm Wales Church

December 18th 
Remember our Child 
A quiet reflective service for anyone who 
has lost a son or daughter

7.30pm Wales Church

December 24th Christingle
Needs no introduction. It’s always packed 
so get there early. So busy that we have two!

4pm & 5.30pm Wales Church

December 24th Midnight Mass
Have a festive drink at the Duke of 
Leeds pub and then come over and join 
in the celebrations

11.30pm Wales Church

December 25th Christmas Celebration Service 
We love this service. Christmas story told 
with characters from the crib. Don’t forget 
to bring your favourite Christmas present.

9.15am Wales Church

December 30th Nearly New Year’s Eve Service 
We gather at Harthill Parish Church with 
other churches in the local area to reflect 
on the past year and look forward to a 
peaceful 2019

10.00am Harthill Church
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From the

Parish Registers
Baptisms
‘We welcome you into God’s Family’
Harriet Leather
Olivia Geddes Cooper

Deaths
‘Life is changed, not taken away’
Maureen Rhodes  85
Christopher Burgin  61



Wales and Kiveton Park Parish News

Shoebox Service 
Thank you to everyone who brought a shoebox for 
Rotherham Homeless Shoebox Appeal or Operation 
Christmas Child. We had over 100 boxes donated plus 
a lot of blankets and clothing. Your generosity is deeply 
appreciated. Thank you Wendi Wallace for helping us 
reflect on how we fill shoeboxes and ourselves.

Christmas Fayre
A huge thank you to those who kindly sold raffle 
tickets or helped at the Fayre in any way shape 
or form. Particular thanks go to the uniformed 
organisations for entertaining us. It was as excellent 
as ever. Loved seeing the Christmas Jumpers. They 
were great fun. We had a lovely day and raised a 
good amount for the church as well. 

Christmas at St John’s 
A HUGE thank you to everyone who has helped 
decorate the church or planned or led or sung or 
played at services over the Christmas period. Your 
help is ENORMOUSLY appreciated.

A Card game... coming soon! 
Life is full of questions. Some are superficial and easy 
to answer. Others require a bit of time and thought. 
I’m inviting people to join me as we explore Life in 
a chillaxed atmosphere over drinks and nibbles 
at Wales Parish Church Monday’s 7/1-11/2/2019 at 
7.30pm. We’ve all got opinions on big and little stuff. 
Why not make it your New Years resolution? Contact 
me if you’re interested. Reverend Gary 

Big Brekkie 4 is back 
Start the new year off with a big breakfast. It’s 
Church with a difference. Chillax with us on Sunday 
13th January between 10am and 12pm in St John’s 
Rooms. Come and find out what’s happening at 
Wales Parish Church in the New Year. 

Ash Wednesday 6th March 2019
Burning of the palms and ashing Service 9.30am 
Wales Parish Church. Midday prayers 12 noon at 
Harthill Parish Church. 7.30pm evening meditation 
service at Thorpe Salvin Parish Church.

Lent 2019
We will be Meeting as an ecumenical mission 
partnership to study the Beatitudes. Wales Parish 
Church, Wales Kiveton Chapel, Blesed William RC 
Church Kiveton, Harthill Church and Thorpe Salvin 
Church will be participating. Hopefully members 
will also take part but we are unclear yet as Harthill 
Chapel sadly closes on 23rd December after its final 
service. A stark reminder if you don’t use it you lose 
it. The Lent Groups will take place 11th March RC 
Church, 18th Wales Kiveton Chapel, 25th Location to 
be decided, 1st Wales Church & 8th Harthill Church 
starting at 7pm everyone is welcome.

Therapy for Daisy
A big thank you to those who have sponsored 
or donated towards my autumn half marathon 
challenge. I did complete the Worksop Half 
Marathon in under 2 hours which was my goal. 
When I was flagging Daisy was my inspiration. 
Walking and being mobile is a challenge she faces 
everyday. Her courage made me try all the more. I 
wax delighted with a finishing tune of 1:56:43. I was 
even more delighted with the total raised for Daisy’s 
Therapy which stands at £656. Her Mum and Dad are 
delighted and Daisy herself has said Wow! I’m giving 
her my medal as a momento. Thanks once again. It 
means a lot to me and to the Garforth family!

Parish Mag
A big thank you to all our readers for their support over 
the last twelve months. The magazine subscription is 
due in the new year and your continued support is 
appreciated. It would be good if you could pay the 
£6-00p subscription to your distributor when the 
February edition is delivered.

Boxing Day 
There is no Wednesday communion service on 
Boxing Day.

January PCC
The date has been moved forward from the 6th 
February to 7.30pm Wednesday 23rd January 
in Church.

walesparishchurch
walesparishchurchnews

At the Church gate
A place to pass on news
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Some of us are fortunate enough to have a 
wonderful wisteria cloaking the wall of our house 
or an otherwise bare boundary line. They’ll carry on 
growing without any assistance, but it’s best to prune 
them along some established guidelines to get the 
most out of them in terms of flowering. As with a lot 
of pruning, people tend to panic. Ultimately wisteria 
pruning comes down to two simple points.

There should be an initial cut of the year either 
this month or before the end of February. The main 
aim of this is to open up the wisteria so its blooms 
can be better appreciated. Take out your secateurs 
and prune newer shoots back to two or three 
buds from the old wood – roughly 8cm (3 inches) 
length. Come May-June we’ll all be admiring 
the pendulous racemes. This opening up is more 
important for Wisteria floribunda (Japanese 
wisteria) specimens, as their leaves unfurl at the 
same time as the flowers develop, so too many 
leafy stems will hide the real display. W. sinensis 
(Chinese wisteria) flowers before coming into leaf, 
so avoids this issue. 

The usual advice for those considering a new 
wisteria is to use the Chinese variety for all purely 
vertical surfaces. Use the Japanese for growing up 
and over sturdy arches, arbours and pergolas; this 
way its large racemes hang down from amongst 
the foliage.

The second pruning takes place in July or August, 
after flowering has finished. This time you’re 
opening up the plant to allow light and air into its 
structure. This both reduces the risk of disease and 
increases development of strong stems and future 
buds. On this occasion you want to prune shoots 
back to five or six buds from the old woody growth. 
Any unwanted whippy growth can be removed too.

Lee

Gardening News 
Working magic with wisteria

Lee Bestall 
www.bestall.co.uk
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Wow! The poppy installations in Kiveton and Wales 
looked amazing and were a wonderful tribute 
to those who gave their lives or were injured in 
conflict. When Mothers Union members were asked 
to knit poppies to contribute to the displays at 
the war memorials, we never imagined just how 
spectacular they would look. The whole community 
came together in this endeavour and what a 
fantastic result. How wonderful that someone 
had this idea and vision. Local schoolchildren got 
involved too and created fantastic artwork to add 
to the displays in church, chapel and schools, and 
the History Society provided wonderful, moving 
tributes and information. As Remembrance Sunday 
drew nearer, we saw on the news and social media 
how many other communities in the UK had also 
hand-crafted poppies for displays. We were part 
of a much bigger tribute and Act of Remembrance. 
We will remember them.

Mothers Union has recently been involved in 
another endeavour that has brought the community 
together. We have been collecting and donating 
toiletries, make-up, sweets and gifts suitable for 
women and children, to give to Rotherham Rise – a 
local charity that provides a refuge for women and 
children who’ve suffered domestic abuse. When a 
lady in our community heard what we were doing, 
she made beautiful drawstring toiletry bags to put 
the items in.

Our November meeting was a hive of activity as 
we assembled all the donations and made up gift 
packages. We filled 22 toilet bags to overflowing 
and had many more items that wouldn’t fit in, but 
will be passed on to the refuge. Thank you to all 
the ladies - members and non-members alike - who 
came along to help us sort the gifts and fill the bags. 
Thank you to everyone, including those who go to 
Music Tots, who donated items or money. We have 
been overwhelmed by people’s generosity, both in 
terms of their gifts and time. A community coming 
together, to support those in need in the community. 

The gifts will be presented to Rotherham Rise at our 
next meeting on 10th December at 7pm, which will 
be a Christmas social with a quiz and refreshments. 
All are welcome.

Wales and Kiveton Park Mothers Union is part of the 
wider group of Rotherham and Laughton Deanery 
Mothers Union. On 7th December 2018 at 11am all 
the branches in the Deanery will come together for 
an Advent Service at St Francis Church, Bramley, 
followed by a lunch.

Nearer Christmas, we will be providing and 
preparing Christingle oranges for the 2 Christingle 
services to be held in Wales Church on Christmas Eve 
at 4pm and 5.30pm. Do come along to one of these 
services if you can. They are very special. A great 
start to Christmas festivities.

Thank you to everyone who supports Mothers Union.

Marie

Mothers Union 
December 2018
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There have been extraordinary answers to prayer 
for Iran, yet religious minorities still face systematic 
government oppression in every walk of life, 
including education, employment and normal 
church activities.

Over the last few years we’ve seen a pattern of 
religious minorities being arrested on national 
security charges, and judges notorious for 
miscarriages of justice being appointed to 
preside over their cases.  Excessive sentences 
are handed down, and the defendant’s family is 
intimidated and harassed by government agents, 
in an official campaign of harassment targeting 
religious minorities. Not only adults experience 
this oppression: recent government actions have 
targeted schoolchildren.  Iran’s constitution allows 
Christian children to receive religious instruction 
designed by Christians and approved by the 
Ministry of Education.  However, last year second 
generation Christian children from the Church of 
Iran in Rasht and Shiraz were told they must study 
the Quran or repeat the school year.  Until then, 
families were able to present a signed letter from 
their denomination exempting their children from 
Quran studies, but the authorities were rejecting 
this letter on the grounds that the denomination, 
one of several house church networks, was an ‘illegal 
organisation’.  Sources in the Church of Iran say, ‘The 
message is clear: Convert or leave.’

The new policy, which appears to be a proxy 
punishment for parents who have converted, 
violates Iran’s commitments under international 
law.  Iran is party to International Covenants which 
recognise the right of parents to ensure the religious 
and moral education of their children in line with 
their own convictions.  The country has also ratified 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), 
which commits signatories to ensuring access to 
primary, secondary and tertiary education.

One family belonging to the Assyrian Pentecostal 
Church in Iran has been the target of multiple 
charges.  Reverend Victor Bet-Tamraz is awaiting the 
outcome of his appeal against a ten-year sentence 
for ‘conducting evangelism’ and ‘illegal house 
church activities’ after a number of Christians were 
arrested at a Christmas celebration at his home 
in 2014.  His wife, Shamiram, received a five-year 
sentence in January for ‘acting against national 
security’, and during an appeal hearing in May the 
presiding judge reportedly accused her entire family 
of committing crimes against the regime.  In July 
their son Ramil was sentenced to four years in prison 
on charges related to his father’s church activities.

Please keep lifting Iran to God in prayer.

Source: Christian Solidarity Worldwide

 

Convert or leave
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Sunday 16th December:
4.00 p.m. Carol Service - Revd Geoffrey Clarke

Monday 24th December (Christmas Eve):
4.00 p.m. Christingle – Revd Geoffrey Clarke

Sunday 30th December:
10.00 a.m. Cluster Service at All Hallows Parish 
Church, Harthill 

Sunday 13th January:
3.00 p.m. Holy Communion - Revd Geoffrey Clarke

Sunday 27th January:
3.00 p.m. Afternoon Worship – Revd Geoffrey Clarke

Between Ourselves
The Minister officiated at the following funerals:

24 October:  Jean Marie Watts, aged 83. 
(At Wales Kiveton Methodist Church & Rotherham 
Crematorium)

30 October:  Doris (Dot) Ruby Clark, aged 85. 
(At Wales Kiveton Methodist Church & Rotherham 
Crematorium)

Chapel and Community News
Wales Community Theatre Players will be holding 
their first Winter Warmer social event at Wales 
Kiveton Methodist Church on 8th December 10.00 
am to 2.00 pm. Refreshments will be available plus 
a cake stall where you can stock up on festive treats.

Don’t forget to get your tickets for Wales 
Community Theatre Players production of Babes in 
the Wood at The Montgomery, Friday 11th to 
Saturday 19th January 2019(www.walesctp.com or 
0114 3273456)

Reserve the dates …
After a very successful and poignant commemoration 
of the Centenary of the end of the First World War, 
WKMC are looking forward to our next 
commemorative event! In April 2019 we will be 
celebrating the 150th ANNIVERSARY of our church. 
Plans are in hand for an Open Day on Saturday 13 April 
and a special service on Sunday 14 April at 3.00 p.m.

We are keen to ensure that as many people as possible 
are aware of our 150th birthday and would appreciate 
it if those reading this would SHARE this notice (as 
individuals and groups) and CONTACT US to pass on 
your email address so we can let you know fuller details 
of the weekend and the other opportunities we are 
planning to celebrate this milestone and our place in 
the community. We are particularly keen to make 
contact with those who, across the years, have been 
associated with the chapel, youth club, May Queens 
and pantomime. Please pass on the message and 
invite them to let us have their contact details. For 
emails please respond to minister@thecrossing.co.uk

Contacts
Minister: Revd Geoffrey Clarke (07709 765730)  
Email: minister@thecrossing.co.uk 

Senior Stewards: Mr Martin Crowther (01909 
569051)  
Email: martin.crowther@hotmail.co.uk / Mr Paul 
Joynes (07990 616545) 1pjoynes@gmail.com

Room Booking Enquiries: Mr David Holmes (07855 
632066 / 01909 770650)  
Email: davidjanettogether@gmail.com

Parish News Correspondents: Martin & Julie 
Crowther (07518 364656) 
Email: julie.kennedy@live.co.uk

Diary Dates and News from

Wales Kiveton Methodist Chapel and Community



Wales and Kiveton Park Parish News

Day Date Service

Sunday 2nd December   The First Sunday of Advent
9:15 am Holy Communion

Wednesday 5th December 9:30 am Holy Communion

Sunday 9th December The Second Sunday of Advent
9:15 am  Holy Communion
11:00 am Christmas Family Service & Teenage Nativity

Wednesday 12th December 9:30 am Holy Communion

Sunday 16th December The Third Sunday of Advent
11:00 am Nativity from scratch Family Service
6:00 pm Carol Service

Tuesday 18th December 7:30 pm Remember Our Child

Wednesday 19th December 9:30 am Holy Communion

Sunday 23nd December The Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:15 am Holy Communion

Monday 24th December Christmas Eve
4:00 pm Christingle Service
5:30 pm Christingle Service
11:30 pm Holy Communion

Tuesday 25th December Christmas Day
9:15 am Holy Communion

Sunday 30th December The first Sunday of Christmas
10:00am Holy  Communion at Harthill Church

Diary of Services – December
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We hold a coffee morning in church every Wednesday morning at 10.15. 
It's a place to share refreshments, chat and make new friends. All are welcome

Day Date Service

Wednesday 2nd January 9:30 am Holy Communion

Sunday 6th January Epiphany
9:15 am Parish Communion

Wednesday 9th January 9:30 am Holy Communion

Sunday 13th January The Second Sunday of Epiphany
Baptism of Christ
10.00–12.00 am Big Brekkie at St Johns

Wednesday 16th January 9:30 am Holy Communion

Sunday 20th January The Third Sunday of Epiphany
9:15 am Morning Worship

Wednesday 23rd January 9:30 am Holy Communion

Sunday 27th January The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany
9:15 am Parish Communion

Wednesday 30th January 9:30 am Holy Communion

Diary of Services – January
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Rotherham South 
Trefoil Guild

A 75th birthday is worth celebrating – in fact every 
birthday should be celebrated – and that is what 
Trefoil members up and down the country have 
been doing throughout 2018 – holding events to 
celebrate it being 75 years since the Trefoil Guild 
was formed. And so on a beautiful, sunny autumn 
day in October a group of us went to York to attend 
the North East England Trefoil celebration service 
which was held at St Michael le Belfrey church, 
located next to the Minster.

On arrival in York there was plenty of time to revive 
ourselves with coffee and hot chocolate before 
taking a leisurely stroll around the shops and market. 
The craft stalls were particularly appealing and 
several of us purchased early Christmas presents and 
other gifts. We had a lovely lunch at the café in the 
National Trust Treasurer’s House and then headed for 
the church.

The church was packed to the rafters – quite literally 
as many members were seated in the balcony area. 
The service began with each guild chairperson 
processing in and laying by the altar a packed 
shoebox - 75 in total. The shoeboxes were full of 
gifts to be distributed to the homeless in York via 
St Michael’s mission: “Never Give Up”. The Bishop 
of Hull, the Right Reverend Alison White gave the 
address and led the service with the Venerable 
Christopher Hawthorn. The collection money was 
divided between Riding for the Disabled and St. 
Michael’s church. It was a joyous and uplifting service 
and altogether a great day out.

For our October meeting we had a Harvest Supper 
at Harthill Village Hall. We were served a tasty soup 
followed by a delicious dessert of apple crumble or 
apple pie – with grateful thanks to our committee 
members for making and preparing the food.

Supper was followed by a baby photo competition. 
We were tasked with identifying our fellow members 
from their baby photographs. They varied from 
holiday snaps on the beach to studio photos. It was 
quite tricky working out who was who. Well, we were 
certain of getting at least one correct – our own! – Oh, 
and Sarah’s: being the youngest member, hers was the 
only colour photo!

We ended the evening singing a Canadian camp fire 
song and Taps, plus “Go well and safely”.

Our fundraising in 2018 was for Riding for the 
Disabled – the charity selected by Trefoil to be 
supported nationally as part of the 75th celebration. 
In October, our Guild presented a local RDA branch 
with a cheque for £600. 

Our celebration year is drawing to a close and has 
given us lots of inspiration for future events. Trefoil is 
going strong and hopefully will celebrate for many 
years to come.

Marie

Trefoil News 
December 2018
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Recipe Corner 
Snowball Christmas Cookies 

Ingredients
1 cup (2 sticks or 226 g) unsalted butter, 
softened slightly

5 tablespoons (63 g) granulated cane sugar

2 teaspoons (10 ml) pure vanilla extract

¼ teaspoon (1.2 g) fine-grain sea salt

2 cups (240 g) unbleached all-purpose flour

2 cups (about 240 g) finely chopped walnuts

1½ cups (about 188 g) confectioners’ sugar, for 
dusting cookies twice

Method
Using an electric stand mixer fitted with paddle 
attachment, or handheld electric mixer, cream 
together butter and sugar. Beat in the vanilla and 
salt. Gradually add flour or gluten free flour blend (see 
Recipe Notes); beating after each addition. Stir in the 
nuts; mix until fully incorporated. Divide dough in half 
and refrigerate in plastic food wrap for 
approximately 45 minutes.

Meanwhile, arrange oven rack in middle of oven and 
preheat to 350ºF (177ºC). Line two baking sheets with 
parchment paper; set aside. Place confectioners’ 
sugar in a small bowl; set aside. Measure dough using 
a small, 1-inch (2.5 cm) spring-loaded scoop making 
sure each scoopful is level. Roll dough between palms 
of hands to achieve a small rounded ball.

Place dough balls 1½ inches (3.75 cm) apart on 
prepared baking sheets. Bake in preheated oven until 
the cookies are just beginning to brown, about 12 to 
14 minutes. Do not overbake. The underside of the 
cookies should be only lightly browned. And the 

cookies should not crack—a sure sign of overbaked 
teacake cookies.

Cool cookies on baking sheets on wire racks for 
approximately 2 minutes. Remove cookies from 
baking sheets using a metal cookie spatula. While 
cookies are still warm, gently roll them in the 
confectioners’ sugar. Place the sugar-coated cookies 
on wire racks to cool completely. Roll cookies once 
again in the confectioners’ sugar.

Yield
Makes about 6 dozen (about 72) small cookies when 
using 1-inch (2.5 cm) size (very small) cookie scoop as 
indicated in the recipe. Of course, larger cookie 
scoops will make larger sized cookies and yield less of 
them.

Tips
The dough balls will seem very small, but don’t worry. 
The cookies puff while they bake.

Store cookies in an airtight container at room 
temperature. Cookies will keep up to 4 weeks.

These cookies freeze especially well. To freeze, place 
in an airtight container separating the layers with 
sheets of wax paper. To freshen frozen cookies, roll or 
dust them with additional confectioners’ sugar after 
thawing.

Total Time of about 1 hour and 15 minutes includes 
Prep Time and Cook Time based on baking all the 
cookies, but in 4 batches of 18 cookies each and the 
bake time of 14 minutes per batch. Total Time (or 
Active Time) does not include chilling the dough for 
45 minutes.

https://wickedgoodkitchen.com/snowball-
christmas-cookies-best-ever/



Wales and Kiveton Park Parish News

Puzzle corner

Crossword Clues
Across
1  ‘How long will you — your face from me?’ (Psalm 13:1) (4) 

3  ‘Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the 
— he bore’(Hebrews 13:13) (8) 

9 Posh sin (anag.) (Romans 8:15) (7) 

10 Solemn pledges (Matthew 5:33) (5) 

11 Italian term for full orchestra (5) 

12   ‘For he who avenges blood remembers; he does not 
— the cry of the afflicted’ (Psalm 9:12) (6) 

14 Prescience (1 Peter 1:2) (13) 

17 Where a Hindu holy man lives (6) 

19  ‘If he found any... who belonged to the Way, whether 
— — women, he might take them as prisoners’ (Acts 9:3) 
(3,2)

22 Fragrance (2 Corinthians 2:15) (5) 

23 Vine hen (anag.) (Jonah 1:2) (7) 

24  Precious stone decorating the twelfth foundation of the 
New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20) (8) 

25  ‘Will you keep to the old path that evil men have — ?’ 
(Job 22:15) (4)

Down
1  ‘Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with 

— — ’ (Numbers 20:11) (3,5)

2  ‘You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, “ 
— — murder”’ (Matthew 5:21) (2,3)

4  One of Paul’s many hardships endured as a servant of God 
(2 Corinthians 6:5) (13)

5  ‘We ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
— inwardly’ (Romans 8:23) (5)

6 Changed (Daniel 6:8) (7) 

7 ‘My yoke is — and my burden is light’ (Matthew 11:30) (4) 

8 Recoil (Revelation 12:11) (6) 

13  ‘O Lord, you have — me and you know me’ (Psalm 139:1) (8) 

15  ‘ — to me the joy of your salvation’ (Psalm 51:12) (7) 

16  Express sorrow (Isaiah 16:7) (6) 

18  ‘Then he said to Thomas, “ — out your hand and put it into 
my side”’ (John 20:27) (5) 

20  ‘God has said, “ — will I leave you; — will I forsake you”’ 
(Hebrews 13:5) (5) 

21  Son of Onam and brother of Shammai (1 Chronicles 2:28) (4)

Sudoku

Crossword
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We all know that Christmas, New Year and 
other general Festive times can be hectic. Times 
traditionally set aside for a family get together can, 
however, be especially lonely times for many people, 
especially the elderly. Many local people do it 
already but I want to urge more Rotherham people 
to be a good neighbour and watch out for the older 
people who are neighbours.  Just think what a 
difference we could make if each of us stopped and 
took time to check on someone’s wellbeing?

And it applies to businesses as well. Some go the 
extra mile with e.g. home deliveries from local 
shops or just being aware when someone ‘does 
not seem quite right’ today and taking a helpful 
interest without appearing nosey. There are also 
opportunities to point people in the direction of 
such as the Rotherham Friendship Lunches or similar 
which can help alleviate loneliness by rebuilding a 
circle of friends maybe after a partner has died or 
old friends have moved away.

Here are some ‘good neighbour’ ideas: Which one 
will you try?

Catch up over a cuppa Instead of simply popping 
a seasonal card through the door, why not drop by 
with a card and a box of biscuits?

Young at heart Older people are often still young at 
heart. If you have children, why not consider asking 
your neighbour and the children if they would like to 
join in with a game of Monopoly or Cluedo?

Casserole club? Next time you are preparing a 
casserole, add some extra ingredients to stretch the 
dish and take a portion round to a neighbour. It’s an 
old fashioned gesture that many really appreciate. 
It also helps ensure they get a nutritious meal, 
especially if there are few other visitors.

Lay an extra place at the table On a similar theme, 
why not invite a neighbour round to share a meal 
with you and your family?

Shopping can be fun. But shopping can also be 
stressful at the best of times, especially at busy 
seasons and around bank holidays. So imagine 
how worrying it might be for an elderly person. Why 
not suggest that you take a neighbour shopping? 
It could be as simple as giving a lift in to town, the 
local shopping centre or helping them find suitable 
presents for their relatives.

Whilst you are with your neighbour, as a friend, 
you can potentially help ensure the house is 
warm enough, there is plenty of food in stock or 
in warmer months that they are drinking enough 
fluids. Local authority and health related services 
are unable to do this. Realistically they never 
will be - so communities will need to add to their 
sustainable infrastructures. Hopefully genuine, 
non-intrusive, neighbourliness will increase. In this 
I think our Borough has a head start as its already 
part of its DNA.

David Coldrick is owner of Home Instead Senior 
Care Rotherham 34 Moorgate Road S60 2AG. @
homeinsteadrotherham Telephone 01709 837170 
david.coldrick@homeinstead.co.uk

Health and Care
Good Neighbours in Rotherham
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On 11th of the 11th month at 11am exactly 100 years 
on we kept Remembrance Sunday to commemorate 
the 1918 Armistice. After the ‘Poppy Memorial Trail 
Quiz’  many more people, especially children, are 
aware of the memorials in this parish. 

The spectacular ways they have been decorated 
in the lovingly crafted poppies symbolize the 
gratitude and care of our community. The way we 
worked together as a community has done our men 
proud. 

In the last twenty years we have seen attendances at 
Remembrance ceremonies soar, especially among 
the young. The parade was a dignified procession 
in the light rain. The church was packed with people 
stood outside. Someone said to me that the only 
occasion the Church might have been fuller on 
Remembrance Sunday was in 1945. 

16 million men from the UK and the commonwealth 
in World War 1, the war to end all wars, alone. If you 
talk to me about the slaughter of millions, my mind 
seizes up. The scale is too enormous to take in. But 
the poppy banner created by Cate Goodlad and 
the history society put a human face and name on 
the cost of war. 

As we wandered around the church pews the familiar 
names and stories hung from them brought home 
the suffering and the dying and the bereavement of 
individual people with names and homes and loved 
ones. They lived in the streets were we live, played in 

the parks where we play and attended the schools 
where we or our children attend. 

We stood with them and they stood with us. It was 
moving to witness so many people slowly wandering 
around this church and the other sites on both the 
Saturday and Sunday in solemnity and respect.

We looked at the poppies lovingly knitted or sewn 
or painted by so many in our community, from the 
CDT Wednesday morning group to our local schools 
and many organisations and individuals. Each 
poppy displayed on the 4 war memorials is unique. 
Each poppy represents a real person. 

The sparkly poppies in church created by our young 
remind me of the youth of the soldiers, people like 
you, some in their teens with so much to live for. 

When we saw the pictures and read the stories of 
our local men, just young lads really, we can picture, 
we can imagine, and the words become flesh and 
the reality of the loss began to dawn. 

God suffers in the loss of every human soul, each one 
cherished by God, each name known to him, each 
death mattering to him, or might we dare to say 
diminishing him just as it diminishes us?  

The cross of Christ ties our human suffering to 
God’s for eternity. As we lit the Beacon of Hope at 
Redhill we looked back on a special day when we 
remembered. God remembers.

Remembrance Sunday Reflections 2018 
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For many of us, Christmas brings up so many emotions, memories and expectations. We have one nativity 
story, but it can seem like we all have very different Christmases.

For you it might be a time of joy and togetherness. Or perhaps it’s all about planning and to-do lists.

Many others can find it a sad and lonely time – nagged by the feeling that your Christmas is not like those 
‘perfect’ ones we see in the media. But just like the unexpected assortment of people who were invited to 
meet the baby Jesus, #FollowTheStar doesn’t ask you to be perfect.

It says: come just as you are to take the life-changing Christmas journey. Wherever you are this Christmas, 
you are invited to follow the star and to be with Jesus. You are welcome. You are deeply known and truly 
loved.

Mary and Joseph and all those caught up in the Christmas story were surprised by the astonishing way that 
God chose to live among us.

Each Christmas we are reminded of God’s longing to surprise us with his gift of joy, love and new life. It’s the 
greatest present we can receive and share with others!

We pray the daily emails (sign up via the link below) offers a path for your journey closer to Jesus – and we 
wish you every blessing this Christmas.

Archbishops Justin Welby & John Sentamu

 

#Follow the Star 
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We have just passed the time of the year which is 
my least favorite. I don’t care much for ‘trick or 
treat’, but it seems to have passed us by this year.

November 11th was a sad day when our thoughts 
were rightly turned to those who lost their lives 
health in the two World Wars and other conflicts 
since then.  We should also never forget those who 
were wounded.

My better half, Tom, had a badly burnt leg which 
the doctors wanted to amputate, but Tom refused.  
In World War 1 my dad was gassed three times, 
the last time it was deadly mustard gas.  He 
recovered and lived to be 70 years old, but always 
had the after effects, lung complications and a 
permanent cough.

Jobs were hard to find for the unfit, Nevertheless, 
it is still important that our thoughts and prayers 
should turn to these matters.  I was very upset that 
nothing seemed to be mentioned locally or in the 
media.

However, we are moving towards a much happier 
season, for some though it will bring sad 
memories. I suggest that as a Church or 
individuals we lookout for anyone who lives alone 
and perhaps send a card or make a phone call.  It 
can make such a difference.

I wish everyone a joyous Christmas

Christian love from 

Sheila

Sheila’s Reflexions

Blessed William Richardson
Mass Time: Saturday Evening 6.30pm

Hour of Quiet Prayer: Tuesday Morning 11.30-12.30.

We are very pleased that we took part in the Remembrance Services at Wales Parish Church in the morning 
and at the Methodist Church in the afternoon. We gained so much from them. Both services were very moving. 

We hope we will continue to join with you for these  special occasions. Rev. Gary Schofield and Rev. Geoffrey 
Clarke deserve a big thank you for the work they put in to make the services so memorable.

I can now report that the poster is up outside Blessed William Richardson. It was designed and assembled by 
John Cape.  I have some thoughts about a Star maybe on the wall itself so searching the internet. 

We are planning to have a Carol Service this year for the first time in response to a request from local 
neighbours. No date decided on yet. 

All the community at Blessed William Richardson wish you a meaningful Christmas when we try to remember 
the disadvantaged amongst us. 

Máine Hobart
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Men’s Group 
Tom Staniforth 
01909 772647

Music Tots  
Wendi Wallace  
01909 770498 

Rainbows Brownies & 
Guides  
Jane Smith 
01909 773538

Beavers Cubs & Scouts 
Sue Bass 
01909 732862

Choir  
Judith Shields 
01909 515427

Lent Home Groups  
Beryl Webster 
01909 770982 

Mothers Union 
Andrea Bennett 
01909 773597

Nurture Groups  
Reverend Gary Schofield 
01909 771111

Youth Group 
Margaret Lovely  
01909 773291

Activities in the church
You are welcome to join any of the following activities

Puzzle corner answers
from page 22, no cheating...
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Sunday services  
You are warmly welcome to attend any of our services 
9.15am  Morning Service  Weekly 
11.00am  Family Service  2nd Sunday of the Month 
9.15am  Morning Worship  3rd Sunday of the Month 
12.30pm  Baptisms  3rd and 4th Sunday of the Month 

Weekday services 
9.30am  Holy Communion Wednesday 
We would be grateful if people could kindly park sensibly around the church at all times 
please. 

Directory 
Vicar Rev. Gary Schofield  Vicarage, Manor Road, Wales  01909 771111
Readers Mrs Nora Brook  76 Storth Lane, Kiveton Park 01909 771393
 Mr R Lunt 1 Rodwell Close, Treeton 0114 269 4479
Churchwardens Mrs Beryl Webster  42 Walesmoor Ave, Kiveton Park 01909 770882
 Mrs Judith Shields 51 Stoneybank Drive, Kiveton Park 01909 515427
Treasurer Mr David Shepherd 16 Washington Close, Dinnington 01909 565811
PCC Secretary Mrs Maureen Shepherd 16 Washington Close, Dinnington 01909 565811
Verger Mrs Beryl Webster  42 Walesmoor Ave, Kiveton Park 01909 770882
St Johns Room Booking Mrs. Angie Flynn   07502448745
Magazine Mr James Wood walesparishnews@gmail.com 07791 561855
Magazine Distribution  Mr Peter Cartlidge   01909 771500

Other useful information 
If you would like to book a wedding or a baptism then please come along to our Family Service on the 2nd 
Sunday of the month. The service starts at 11am but we take bookings from 10.30am. After the service 
there is an opportunity to chat with Reverend Gary or one of the booking team. 

Please kindly contact the Vicar for advice before placing a Monument in Wales Cemetery in memory of 
a dear departed loved one. 

Home Communions for the sick and housebound may be arranged through the Vicar

Church open 9 am to 4 pm every day except for School holidays 

FaceBook: walesparishchurch and walesparishchurchnews
Website: www.walesparishchurch.com

i Information
General information and contacts




