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Dear Friends
Jesus said, ‘Take up your cross and follow me.’ We’re 
still trying to live these words of Jesus out 2000 
years later. Re enter the story of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection as we retell it in community.

The season of Lent ends with a climactic week of 
active remembering through re-enacted stories.  It’s 
called Holy Week and marks the final week of the life 
of Jesus.

It begins on Palm Sunday with his entrance into 
the holy capital city of Jerusalem heralded as a 
paradoxical take on the Roman Triumph reserved for 
victorious generals returning home. We hand blessed 
palm crosses out stout service.

Throughout that week he taught in the public square 
engaging the elites and common people in dialogue, 
prophetic actions, and conversational contemplation.  

On Thursday of that week, what we recall Maundy 
Thursday, when Jesus celebrated the Passover 
Meal with his closest friends, giving them the 
commandment to love one another as he had loved 
them.  The word Maundy comes from the Latin word 
mandatum, meaning commandment.  It's at this 
meal that he institutes the eucharist (a meal of giving 

thanks) what we call "communion" today.  It's also at 
this meal that he is betrayed by a close friend into 
the hands of his enemies, later being arrested while 
praying in a public garden by the authorities.

Friday of that week, what we ironically call Good 
Friday, marks the public and private trials of Jesus 
by both the Roman Authorities (who governed and 
occupied the land) and the Religious Institution 
which oversaw the Jewish Nation.  Condemned by 
the common crowds and the religious elites, Jesus is 
crucified on a cross : the death sentence given by the 
Romans to treasonous traitors.  

The scriptures and continuing testimonies point to 
the mysterious resurrection of Jesus from the dead 
three days later at sunrise on Sunday.  We gather to 
celebrate that 8th day of this holy week as Easter 
Sunday: the dawn of the resurrection. A day of eggs, 
new life and a new way of being.

You can celebrate this story, by entering into it with 
us, at several liturgical celebrations see dates for your 
diary and at the church gate pages in this magazine.

Vicar's letter 

Reverend Gary Schofield – Vicar of Wales
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Provisional dates
for your diary

Date Event Time Venue

11th March Mother's Day family Service  11.00am Wales Church

29th March MP Maundy Thursday Service 7.30pm Harthill Church

30th March Good Friday Service 2.00pm Wales Church

1st April Easter Sunday Service 9.15am Wales Church

22nd April APCM 10.45am Wales Church

20th May
Ecumenical BBQ and Pentecost Songs 
of Praise

4.30pm Wales Chapel

15-17 June Family Camp at Walesby Walesby

23rd June Summer Fayre 10am - 1.30pm St John's

Cartoon Corner
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From the

Parish Registers
Baptisms
‘We welcome you into God’s Family’
Paisley Kitteridge
Joshua Anthony
Caleb Anthony
Oliver Thomas Barrow

Deaths
‘Life is changed, not taken away’
Alexander McAuslin  64
Derek Bussey   83 
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Water Aid
During Lent we are collecting for Water Aid. Please 
take a leaflet to put inside a ‘Jingle Jar’ and during 
Easter return your Jar to Church.

Right now, some of the world’s poorest and most 
marginalised people don’t have clean water to 
drink, decent toilets, or hygiene. Without these 
basics, overcoming poverty is just a dream for 
children like Lahai.

But when you help us to dig a well or install a tap 
stand in a community, everything changes.

Today one in nine people are still living without clean 
water close to home. But your support could help 
change everything for a community – in a single day.

Big Brekkie
Many thanks to all who helped with the Big Brekkie 
last month. It is a enjoyable event where people can 
get together socially and be in touch with God.  A sum 
of £100 was raised which will go towards assisting 
some of our local Scouts to go to the World Jamboree 
in the USA and also £100 for Christian Aid.

St Matthew Passion 3 March
Sheffield Cathedral   |   6.30PM
Sheffield Bach Society has been proud to present the 
St Matthew Passion regularly during the course of 
its distinguished history since the choir’s foundation 
in 1950. Again, in 2018, members of the audience 
will be involved in the singing of the Chorale Hymns 
throughout. Walk through the bible 

Walk through the Bible 
Holy Trinity, Thorpe Hesley 17 March  |   10:00 AM
Have you ever wanted to know more about the Old 
Testament? We will be hosting a 'Walk through the 
Bible' event which will give you an overview of the 
Old Testament through fun and memorable teaching, 
with take away materials. The cost is £14 per adult. 
Children 11-16 years are welcome with a paying 

adult. For those who are new to the Bible this can be 
a revelation! Bring a packed lunch, drinks provided. 
For info contact Katherine on 0114 2812816 or email 
katherinefrancis@blueyonder.co.uk 

Safeguarding News
There are two more opportunities in the deanery 
for the C1 Safeguarding Course, which are being 
excellently run by Chris Herbert from the Diocesan 
Safeguarding Team. Could PCC members, and others 
involved potentially investors involved with the 
care of children through church, but yet to attend, 
please book on one of these through Sue Lamprell at 
Church House (sue.lamprell@sheffield.anglican.org)  
or 01709 309151.

The courses are Wednesday 11th April 6-9pm at All 
Saints, Laughton, and Thursday 3rd May 9am - 12pm 
at Todwick Church Hall.

Our Daily Bread
“Our Daily Bread” is a small booklet issued quarterly 
by Our Daily Bread Ministries, PO Box1, Carnforth, 
Lancashire, LA5 9ES. The aim of the Our Daily Bread 
Organisation is to see that people of all nations 
know who Jesus Christ is and experience a personal 
relationship with Him, to help everyone grow in their 
faith, become more like Christ, and share the truth of 
God’s Word with others.

Their Mission is to make the life-changing wisdom of 
the Bible understandable and accessible to all and 
to see people of all nations experiencing a personal 
relationship with Christ, growing to be more like Him, 
and serving in a local body of His family.

The booklet contains a daily meditational 
reading, a suggested bible reading and a short 
daily prayer. To request copies of the booklet and 
for more information go to https://ourdailybread.
org or write to the address above. The booklet 
is free both in printed and electronic form, but 
donations are welcome.

At the Church gate
A place to pass on news
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Chrism Eucharist 
The Chrism Eucharist will take place in the Cathedral 
at 19.00 on Monday 26th March. During the service 
there will be both the Renewal of Commitment to 
Ministry and also the Blessing of the Oils. After the 
service has finished there will be the opportunity for 
prayer and laying on of hands for healing and also 
for anointing for ministry. We hope that the service 
will provide a reflective opportunity for renewal at 
the beginning of Holy Week and that all those who 
exercise an authorised ministry in the Diocese will 
join us for this important celebration.

All clergy and readers are encouraged to robe and 
process as a powerful witness to the city and also as 
a visible sign of our vocation to shared ministry under 
the authority of the Bishop. Readers are asked to robe 
in cassock, surplice, scarf and hood. Those who hold 
other authorised ministries in the Diocese will also 
be able to renew their own commitment to ministry. 
Please register your attendance at the service and 
your intention to robe by emailing info@sheffield-
cathedral.org.uk by Wednesday 21 March. In the 
email, also specify if you are clergy or reader.

Derek Bussey RIP
Many of you will know Derek through his wife Elaine 
or through the bowling club. For others he was the 
friendly chap with the flat cap and high vis’ jacket 
who kept an eye on the traffic outside the Church for 
funerals. He was courteous, friendly with a welcoming 
smile. Our thoughts and prayers are withEksine and 
the family.

Family Camp
Please note the date for Family Camp is the weekend 
later in June this year. It will be the Fri 15th - Sunday 
17th June. 

Maundy Thursday 
The Mission Partnership Service will be at Harthill on 
Thursday 29th March at 7.30pm. 

Good Friday
The service will be at 2pm and is onenot yo be missed. 
Extremely peaceful and thought provoking. Do try 
and get along if you are free.

Easter Sunday
Our Easter Sunday Service is on the 1st April at 9.15am.

APCM
The annual parochial church meeting is 10.45am on 
Sunday 22nd April in church.

Summer Fayre
The summer Fayre will be held in St Johns as usual 
10am - 1.30pm on Saturday 23rd June. 

Ecumenical BBQ and Pentecost Songs of Praise

Wales Chapel 4.30pm Sunday 20th May. Following 
on from last years successful event we are changing 
venues and moving to Wales Chapel. It was lovely to 
join together with friends from all the churches in our 
local area including Wales & Harthill Chapel plus the 
Blessed William Richardson Catholic Church. 
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On a cold February night we had our first meeting 
of the year, in the pub! A party of 14 ladies went to 
Monksbridge Farm, in Dinnington and had a very 
enjoyable late “Christmas” meal, with a large side 
helping of lots of laughter! 

If you were at the Big Breakfast, you would have seen 
that the Scouts were selling knitted Easter chickens 
and Rabbits. They are the ones that many members 
and friends have been knitting. Originally, we were 
knitting them to help Sam Walker set up her school 
holiday food project. The project is still in the planning 
but delayed. So after chatting with members and Sam 
we decided to supported the scouts raise funds for 
those going to the World Scout Jamberee in the USA. 

On the “knitting “front, Cate from the Kiveton Park and 
Wales Community Development Trust based at The Old 
Colliery Offices and the History Society are planning to 
decorate all four war memorials in the village. They are 
located in church, chapel, the square and the colliery 
offices, with a waterfall of poppies to commemorate  
the end of WW1. These poppies must be made of colour 
fast wool and can be either knitted or crocheted. Felt 
ones can also be made. I have purchased the correct 
wool and have the patterns to help with this project, 
starting after Easter!  Hopefully we will be able to 
produce sufficient poppies to do the display in church.

I have also asked Craig to get us some feedback from 
the mugs / presents we produced before Christmas, 
to help us decide if we do them again this year.

Are you interested in helping out at Music Tots, please 
see either me, Wendi or Brenda. We hold it every 
Thursday morning 9:30 – 11:30 at St John’s Room, term 
time only. Not sure if you want to come, please pop in 
and see what happens at this lovely group!

Our next meeting date is on Monday 12th March, 
when Andrea Staniforth will be talking to us about 
Dementia Friends. If you are interested in joining the 
group, please come along to our meeting, held the 
2nd Monday of the month, at St Johns Rooms, 7.30pm.

Prayers for Mothering Sunday from the 
Mothers Union

Gracious God, 
as a mother loves her child so you love us. 
For that great truth 
we praise and thank you.

We owe our very lives to you. 
You have watched over us from our birth, 
tenderly nurturing us, 
showering us with love. 
When we have needed you, you have been there. 
For that great truth 
we praise and thank you.

You have given us strength in times of need, 
comfort in times of distress, 
encouragement in times of despair, 
guidance in times of uncertainty. 
Whatever we have faced, you have been with us. 
For that great truth 
we praise and thank you.

Gracious God, 
we have not always appreciated your love, 
all too often ignoring what you would teach us, 
disobeying your instructions, 
taking you for granted and wandering far from your side. 
Yet through it all your love has remained constant. 
For that great truth 
we praise and thank you.

Gracious God, 
caring for us more than you care for yourself, 
sacrificing your all for our sakes, 
loving us with an unquenchable love, 
you have called us to be your children. 
For that great truth 
we praise and thank you, 
in the name of Christ. Amen

Nick Fawcett;Prayers for all Seasons, 1998

God bless

Andrea
Branch Co-ordinator.

Mothers Union 
February 2018
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Over 200 million Christians are persecuted for their 
faith and Open Doors has published its World Watch 
List 2018, the record of the 50 countries where it’s 
hardest to be a Christian.

Persecution takes many forms, from insults and abuse, 
to discrimination in the workplace, to outright violence.  
Open Doors researchers characterise the different 
types as ‘smash’ and ‘squeeze’.  Christians are ‘smashed’ 
through violence or aggression – rape, kidnap, forced 
eviction, killing, burning churches.  But the majority of 
persecuted Christians are being ‘squeezed’ to death.  
They live in societies where law, government, media, 
even their own families, are against them.

North Korea is number one for the 17th consecutive 
year, the worst place to be a Christian.  But tragically 
others are catching up, with Afghanistan and Somalia 
only slightly behind.

Hindu and Buddhist nationalism is sweeping across 
Asia.  The rise in Hindu nationalism in India has spilled 
over into Nepal which has come new into the list at an 
alarming high of number 25.  India itself has moved up 
and the rise of radical Hindu groups wanting to ‘cleanse’ 
their country of Christians and Muslims has made 
it the 11th worst in the world.  Buddhist nationalism 
drives persecution in Sri Lanka (44), Bhutan (33) and 
Myanmar (Burma – 24).

Radical Islam is taking root in Africa.  While violent 
jihadists attack Christians in Egypt (17), Kenya (32) 
and Nigeria (14), many Muslim-majority countries are 
legitimising more radical models of Islam.  So believers 
in such as Sudan (4), Somalia (3) and Tunisia (30) have 
little space to express their faith.

Women are easy targets.  Gender-based violence 
is a weapon of choice among those who persecute 
Christians.  Rape, abduction and forced marriage are 
frighteningly common in Pakistan (5), Egypt, Nigeria, 
Central African Republic (35), and even Kenya and 
India.  On average, every month over 100 Christians are 
forcibly married to men of other faiths.

Christians are caught in the crossfire where Sunni and 
Shia Muslims are fighting each other, as in Yemen (9) 
and Iraq (8).

Good News!  In Tanzania, the situation has improved 
so they are no longer in the top 50.  In Syria and Iraq 
some areas have been recaptured from IS and other 
militants, meaning Christians can return to their 
homes.  And the persecuted church is not only surviving, 
it’s active and alive.  In these 50 countries – and many 
more – Christians are daring to demonstrate the life-
changing reality of the Kingdom of God.

Smash and Squeeze
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Worship for March 2018 (at WKMC unless stated otherwise)
Sunday, 11th March:
3.00 p.m. - Mothering Sunday - Revd Geoffrey Clarke

Sunday, 25th March:
3.00 p.m. - Palm Sunday – Revd Geoffrey Clarke

Sunday, 1st April:
3.00 p.m. - Easter Sunday - Holy Communion & Chapel Anniversary - Revd Jen Mullis & Revd Geoffrey Clarke

Chapel and Community News 
Funeral:
The Minister officiated at the following funeral:

Arnold Pinder aged 91 (at Wales Kiveton Methodist Church & Wales Parish Church Cemetery)

PANTO! “DICK WHITTINGTON” Presented by WCTP 
was a roaring success. Congratulations to Nick and all involved.  Looking forward to next year’s production 
of Babes in the Wood!

Wales Primary School 
Wales Primary School will visit Chapel for a Good Friday-themed Assembly on ‘Heroes and Fans’ on 
Wednesday 21st March at 9.40 a.m. and will also be preparing an Easter Garden for us. 

Contacts
Minister: Revd Geoffrey Clarke (07709 765730)  
Email: minister@thecrossing.co.uk 

Senior Stewards: Mr Martin Crowther (01909 569051)  
Email: martin.crowther@hotmail.co.uk / Mr Paul Joynes (07990 616545) 1pjoynes@gmail.com

Room Booking Enquiries:  Mr David Holmes (07855 632066 / 01909 770650)  
Email: davidjanettogether@gmail.com

Parish News Correspondents: Martin & Julie Crowther (07518 364656)  
Email: julie.kennedy@live.co.uk

Diary Dates and News from

Wales Kiveton Methodist Chapel and Community
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We hold a coffee morning in church every Wednesday morning at 10.15. 
It's a place to share refreshments, chat and make new friends. All are welcome

Day Date Service

Sunday 4th March The Third Sunday of Lent
9:15 am Parish Communion

Wednesday 7th March 9:30 am Holy Communion

Sunday 11th March Mothering Sunday
9:15 am Parish Communion 
11:00 am Family Service for Mothering Sunday

Wednesday 14th March 9:30 am Holy Communion

Sunday 18th March The Fifth Sunday of Lent
9:15 am Morning Worship

Wednesday 21st March 9:30 am Holy Communion

Sunday 25th March Palm Sunday
 9:15 am Parish Communion 
11:00am Family Mothers’ Day Service

Wednesday 28th March 9:30 am Holy Communion

Thursday 29th March Maundy Thursday
 7.00pm Mission Partnership Communion
At Harthill Parish Church

Friday 30th March Good Friday
Good Friday Service 2pm

 

Diary of Services – March
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A mulch is basically a material that we use to 
create a thick layer on top of the soil which helps to 
retain moisture, prevent erosion, suppress weeds 
and regulate soil temperature. You can use any 
material that will stop light from getting to the 
soil surface so that any weed seeds that germinate 
will be smothered. Old carpet, newspaper and 
cardboard are great for keeping empty vegetable 
beds clear of weeds until you want to sow your 
next crop, but they are very unsightly and would 
not be suitable for ornamental planting schemes. 

The best mulches will also add nutrients to the 
soil and improve soil structure, organic mulches 
such as well-rotted manure are excellent if you 
can get hold of it in quantity – you will need a 
layer 5-8cm deep to be most effective. Other 
good organic mulches include things like bark 
chippings, composted bark and leaf mould. All 
of these will rot down slowly feeding the soil and 
adding important humus to the soil as the worms 
take it down into the soil. This will improve soil 
structure as well as adding to moisture retention 
and nutrient stability and promoting beneficial 
micro-organisms in the soil. The will need topping 
up or replacing every 1-3 years and while they will 
supress weed growth any tough perennial weeds 
do need to be removed before applying. 

Decorative mulches such as gravel, slate chippings 
and ornamental bark are more attractive and 
last longer but in order to prevent them from 
becoming mixed up with the soil it is best to 
apply a ‘landscape fabric’ first. This is a woven 
permeable membrane that covers the soil and is 
a very effective weed suppressant. The decorative 
mulch goes on top in a thick enough layer so that 
you don’t see any of the membrane. The downside 
is that this must be applied before planting (the 

plants are planted through holes cut into the 
fabric) it is very difficult to apply this material 
effectively to an already established bed. It also 
makes any soil cultivation almost impossible once 
it has been applied so you need to prepare your soil 
very carefully beforehand and subsequently any 
fertilisers that you apply will need to be soluble. 
Never use plastic sheeting instead of landscape 
fabric, the rain cannot penetrate through and 
gas exchange cannot take place between the soil 
and the atmosphere making the soil stale and 
damaging beneficial organisms living in the soil. 

Mulches play a big role in organic growing 
methods and in ‘permaculture’ in particular where 
the soil structure is allowed to build up naturally 
without any cultivation. This technique is mainly 
used for vegetable growing and almost anything 
goes; straw, shredded paper, garden compost, 
autumn leaves, vegetable waste. Basically, 
anything that will rot down eventually and 
contribute to soil carbon and nutrients. 

Gardening News 
Mulching explained. 

Lee Bestall 
www.bestall.co.uk
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Mass Time: Saturday evening at 6.30 pm

Quiet Prayer for Peace and local needs at 11.30 _ 12.30 every Tuesday.
 
Lent began today with morning Mass and Evening Mass and distribution of ashes on the forehead. This is a 
time to prepare for Easter and we try to do the best we can. At Mass tonight Fr. Andy quoted Pope Francis. He 
said there are lots of ways to fast. Fast from saying hurtful things. Fast from being negative. It was very helpful 
and I hope to find the full quotation. 

Last Saturday night Fr Andy was away and was unable to find a priest to replace him. This is the first time that 
he was unable  to find a replacement. We believe that this situation will happen again and we have to be ready. 
We had a Eucharistic Service led by  one of the men. We had the readings of the day and our leader gave a 
short sermon after they were read. We had our hymns and then we had Communion. A young girl read  a lovely 
meditation afterwards.

 There was a very positive reaction to it. Some members of the Congregation went to a Mass elsewhere. We feel 
we are in an era of change and that we have to focus on community. We ask for prayers that we will make good 
decisions and develop an even better community that looks out to the local area and its needs. 

 I saw a lovely quote from Plato this week about Music. ( Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, 
flight to the imagination and life to everything.)

Maine Hobart

Maine Hobart

Diary Dates and News from

News from the Community at Blessed William Richardson.
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Recipe Corner 
Homemade Strawberry Shortcake
This homemade strawberry shortcake recipe consists of a golden flaky biscuit piled high with macerated 
strawberries and sweetened whipped cream. This charming little treat is so simple to make, yet elegant to 
serve, which makes it a perfect finish to any meal. With Mother’s Day coming up, the first thing that comes to 
my mind is classic strawberry shortcake. It’s perfectly suited for brunch or served with your afternoon tea. It’s also 
feminine and pretty, just like mum

Ingredients
For the biscuits:
2 cups (250g) all-purpose flour

3 tbsp (38g) granulated sugar

1 tbsp (15g) baking powder

¼ cup (57g) cold salted butter, cubed

1 cup (250ml) milk

1 tsp lemon zest

For the macerated strawberries:
1 pint (454g) strawberries, sliced

2 tbsp (25g) granulated sugar

For the sweetened whipped cream:
1 cup (250ml) heavy cream

¼ cup (50g) sugar

½ tsp (2.5 ml) vanilla extract

Instructions
1.  Preheat oven to 425F and line a baking sheet 

with parchment paper or silicone baking mat.

2.  In a large bowl, combine flour, sugar and baking 
powder. Cut in butter until mixture resembles 
coarse crumbs. Add in the lemon zest and 
gradually stir in milk until a soft dough forms.

3.  Drop the dough by heaping tablespoonfuls into 
eight mounds onto the prepared baking sheet. 
Bake at 425° for 12-15 minutes or until lightly 
browned.

3.  While the biscuits are in the oven, stir together 
strawberries and sugar in a medium bowl. Let 
stand at room temperature until juices are 
released, at least 30 minutes.

4.  Using an electric mixer, beat the cream, sugar 
and vanilla until soft peaks form.

5.  Split biscuits in half horizontally. Spoon on some 
strawberries, a dollop of whipped cream, top 
with the other biscuit half. Garnish with more 
whipped cream and a strawberry if desired.
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Puzzle corner

Crossword Clues
Across
1 Arouse (Song of Songs 2:7) (6) 
4 Extinguish (Isaiah 1:31) (6)
8 “They — — ,” you will say, “but I’m not hurt!”’ (Proverbs 23:35) (3,2)
9 Unhappiness (Nehemiah 2:2) (7)
10 Jewish (7)
11 Dirge (anag.) (5)
12  A truthful witness gives honest — , but a false witness tells lies’ 

(Proverbs 12:17) (9)
17  Paul quoted from the second one in his address in the 

synagogue at Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:33) (5)
19  ‘Do not use your freedom to — the sinful nature’ (Galatians 

5:13) (7)
21 ‘As you can see, he has done nothing to — death’ (Luke 23:15) (7)
22 Name applied by Isaiah to Jerusalem (Isaiah 29:1) (5)
23 ‘ All the people — — one man, saying, “None of us will go 

home”’ (Judges 20:8) (4,2)
24  Lazarus, who was carried by angels to Abraham’s side when he 

died, was one (Luke 16:20) (6)

Down
1  Appalled (Job 26:11) (6)
2  ‘In an — to escape from the ship, the sailors let the lifeboat 

down into the sea’ (Acts 27:30) (7)
3 Expel (Acts 18:16) (5)
5  ‘But I have a baptism to — , and how distressed I am until it is 

completed!’ (Luke 12:50) (7)
6  \‘Of the increase of his government and peace there will be 

— — ’ (Isaiah 9:7) (2,3)
7 Hurry (Psalm 119:60) (6)
9  ‘For I desire mercy, not — , and acknowledgement of God 

rather than burnt offerings’ (Hosea 6:6) (9)
13  One of its towns was Sychar, where Jesus met a woman at 

Jacob’s well (John 4:5) (7)
14 Shouting (Acts 7:57) (7)
15 Arachnid (Isaiah 59:5) (6)
16  One of Paul’s first converts in Philippi was Lydia, a — in purple 

cloth (Acts 16:14) (6)
18 Donkeys (5)
20 Raked (anag.) (5)

Sudoku

Crossword
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The NHS has been under extra strain with flu affecting 
twice as many people as usual. Flu symptoms are 
usually seasonal – November to March. But in a bad 
year that can be extended from October through 
to May. Very cheery news I am sure... A key point is 
don’t assume that flu related advice is just for older 
people as it is not always so. If you are younger you 
can help look out for older people.

 ‘Man-flu’ is often just a bad cold. If you are still 
upright and not in bed then it’s unlikely to be Flu. 
Flu ‘proper’ is no joke. In the pandemic of 1918-1920 
the various ‘waves’ of that strain of flu wiped out 
3%-5% of the entire World population – from the 
Pacific Islands to the Americas, Europe, Asia and the 
Arctic Circle. It usually affects older or vulnerable 
people but the victims of that great ‘Spanish Flu’ 
mostly aged under 65 with half of those being fit 
and healthy 20-40 year olds. It is a bad idea to wipe 
out your ‘host’ so it probably transmuted into a less 
lethal form.

Flu symptoms arrive quickly, unlike cold symptoms 
which seem to take ages before ‘developing’. Flu 
can include a sudden temperature of 38C or more, 
chills, aches and feelings of exhaustion. A cold will 
mostly affect the nose and throat but flu is also 
likely to create a dry, chesty cough, sore throat and 
headache. It will probably be hard to sleep, you may 
lose your appetite and get diarrhoea and/or an 
upset stomach pain with sickness. In short you can 
still function with a cold - you can get to work so you 
can get sent home - but a dose of flu typically means 
you cannot even make the attempt.

Tips to help you and your loved ones 
avoid the influenza virus:
•  See the pharmacist if you feel unwell. If you can’t 

get there phone them to discuss your symptoms.  
For urgent advice call the NHS Helpline111

•  Get a flu jab. Over 65’s living in the UK (plus 
vulnerable people and health workers) are eligible 
for a flu jab. This free NHS service is to help protect 
people. Ask your GP.

•  Keep warm. In winter wear layers of clothing not 
one thick layer. Cotton, wool or fleecy fibres help 
to retain body heat, whilst other thin materials 
may not insulate so well. 

•  Keep mobile. Don’t sit still for over an hour. 
Simply standing up to stretch your legs can help 
increase body temperature. If you have good 
mobility, moderate exercise helps keep you warm 
even on cold days.

•  Warm drinks and at least one hot meal a day 
help keep you warm and your weight up.

•  Keep the medicine cabinet well stocked. Treating 
early symptoms can help stop them developing 
into more serious conditions e.g. pneumonia.

If you get flu – Rest, sleep, keep warm, drink lots of 
fluids, take paracetamol subject to medical advice, 
and catch the germs in your handkerchief, binning 
hankies and washing your hands. Protect others!

David Coldrick is owner of Home Instead Senior 
Care Rotherham. Telephone 01709 837170 david.
coldrick@homeinstead.co.uk

Health and Care
The Flu
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If none of your children have any embarrassing quirks, 
or if your children are all under the age of 12 and haven’t 
made choices  that cause you to want to crawl under the 
pew, then feel free to move on. Enjoy the Family Service, 
enjoy the blessing bestowed  on all the women in the 
parish and the flowers they give you.

But if you have teens and young adults learning their 
way in the world,  if you have a child on the spectrum 
who struggles in the pews,  if you have a whole bunch of 
little ones who are sticky  with snot on their hands that 
they wipe on your last clean shirt, then this is for you.

Mother’s Day Services can be hard work. Worship 
leaders will eek out an homage to motherhood from 
the gospel readings. No matter what the liturgical 
cycle, they will talk about the devotion of mums to our 
kids,  the meals we bring to our friends, the way we serve 
in our parishes.  They’ll use us an example of what it  
means to sacrifice. Whoever’s leading the service mean 
well, but seriously. Unless they’re a Mum. They.  Just.  
Don’t.  Know. The reality of motherhood is much messier 
than these Family Services.

The truth is, we are acutely aware of our failings.  They 
keep us up at night.  We wonder if it was the lack of 
prayer that led our adult child to join the prodigal in 
running away.  We wonder if it was the abysmal lack 
of routine in our days, or the opposite extreme, our 
intense micromanagement, that has led our young teen 
to rebel against the world.  We wonder if we yelled one 
too many times, and that is why our year 11 just punched 
someone at school.  We wonder if our kids get so many 
colds because there is generic hydrogenated peanut 
butter in their lunch boxes. We wonder if we made our 
kid weird somehow by letting them be themselves, and 
that’s why no one invites them to birthday parties. We 
wonder if we ate the wrong foods while pregnant and 
that’s why our child has learning or social difficulties. 
Somehow, everything is our fault.

Yet here is the well-meaning Vicar, going on about the 
glories of motherhood and how one day we’ll have a 
crown for our service. Two pews across is the mum whose 

children never do anything wrong that people can 
see, and you’re sure she is gloating, and eyeing you up, 
because she knows what your teenager was doing last 
Friday night.  She’s the one who will use God as a pretense 
to come over and tell you that she’s ‘praying’ for you. 

And you’re quite sure your priest means you specifically, 
when he adds he knows that our job is hard and that 
the parish bible study is the answer to all your woes. He’s 
been trying to get you to go for months, but the bitchy 
woman two pews over is also there, with her cronies.  
And when you tried once to attend, you stood in a corner 
hyperventilating, hoping no one would notice you.

How do you survive this service?  
1.  Feel free to step outside.  Use a toilet break as an 

excuse, or take a child to walk outside.

2.  Another trick is to visit a parish where nobody knows 
you. The service will still be hard work, but you won’t 
feel like the priest is speaking to you, and there won’t 
be people who know you are failing at representing 
the perfect Church family.

  My favorite place to escape to is the side chapel, 
if your parish has one. Jesus is there, and He 
understands. Stay there until the Blessing, Then sneak 
back into the church for it, and then sneak back out.

3.  But most importantly, read the parable of the 
Prodigal Son before the service. Read it from the 
eyes of the the father. He’s a good father, and yet 
he has two sons,  one who is humiliatingly wayward, 
and another who is consumed by spite and jealousy. 
Maybe he also knows what it’s like to be judged at 
the town gate for his embarrassing children.  Because 
people don’t really change. Know that the heart of 
the Father is in solidarity with us.   Free will is a cruel 
necessity. No one knows better than our Father what 
it is like to have children. And no one knows better 
than Jesus’ mother Mary what it is like to be the 
mother of the kid that everyone has misjudged. High 
fives to you all, dear mothers. Mothers Day shall pass. 

Surviving a Mothering Sunday Family Service
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What does it mean to truly be a mum? Commitment-phobe looks at what can we learn from the best-
known of all biblical mothers about this most challenging of roles?
As a mum, I regularly feel like I am falling short and, 
rarely, do I remember to pat myself on the back. Using 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, as my Christian example 
of motherhood is, I have found, not so helpful. She 
had it rough, and she never complained. There are 
no reports of her dumping Jesus into Joseph’s arms 
when he got back from a day of carpentry and, as 
she opened a carafe of wine, saying: ‘Your turn now!' 
When I lose my temper, having been asked for the 
20th time for a pair of shoes to be put on, I have the 
little voice of Paul in my ears saying: ‘Love is patient.’ 
(1 Corinthians 13) Well, in my house it isn’t, Paul!

When I struggle to find the time to consciously 
engage my daughter in her relationship with 
God and I worry if I will ever live up to what I think 
a Christian mother should be, I take comfort in 
Matthew 12:46. In this passage, Jesus has been 
exposing the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, a crowd 
is listening, and someone comes to say that his 

mother and brothers are outside and want to speak 
to him. What do they want to say? We never find 
out. I always get the feeling that Mary was going 
to say: ‘Son, I love you, I support your ministry but 
stop trying to get yourself killed!’ Jesus goes on to 
say that the only family he knows are the disciples in 
front of him, ‘For whoever does the will of my Father 
in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.’

I am comforted by the idea that my child now has 
an extended family of brothers and sisters in Christ 
who, like the disciples can help with modelling the 
Christian ideals to her. And, I can’t help but feel 
encouraged by the idea that even Mary, who knew 
her son to be divine, had moments of doubts and 
fear for him and wasn’t always as supportive as she 
would have liked. We are all on a journey.

Happy Mothering Sunday to all!

Mothering Sunday reflection: on a journey as a mum
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“Where flowers grow there is hope”.  That is on one of our todays calendar, on another, “the mighty oak was 
once a little nut that stood it’s ground”. Yesterday’s saying was “real friends are those who when you have 
made a fool of yourself you don’t feel you have made a permanent job”.

I have had a bad experience in that I have not been to Church for probably eight weeks owing to ill health 
plus the weather and on days when I could have gone I could not get transport.  Thankfully I made it last 
Sunday.  Oh, when I miss a week it feels like a month.  When we get into a pattern of life it feels strange to 
miss one of the week’s events, anyway let us hope that it is behind us.  

In the news yesterday, the death of Billy Graham was announced. When he came to Sheffield it was 
unfortunate that I never managed to see him.  What a wonderful person he has been.

Now lent is here we have started sharing our faith with friends with a group of us meeting at my house, 
other groups are also meeting at friend’s houses, both in this Parish and Harthill.

 By the way in our garden is a small sign which says, “to plant a seed is to have faith”.  I have endeavoured 
to have a flower showing in my garden showing all the year.  The best bridge between hope and despair is 
often a good night’s sleep.  It’s good to be a Christian and know it but it’s better to be a Christian and show 
it.  Success in marriage is more than finding the right person, it’s becoming the right person.  Sorrow looks 
back, worry looks around, faith looks up.  Life can only be understood by looking backward, but it must be 
lived by looking forward.

Best wishes

Tom

Talk with Tom 
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Men’s Group 
Tom Staniforth 
01909 772647

Music Tots  
Wendi Wallace  
01909 770498 

Rainbows Brownies & 
Guides  
Jane Smith 
01909 773538

Beavers Cubs & Scouts 
Sue Bass 
01909 732862

Choir  
Judith Shields 
01909 515427

Lent Home Groups  
Beryl Webster 
01909 770982 

Mothers Union 
Andrea Bennett 
01909 773597

Nurture Groups  
Reverend Gary Schofield 
01909 771111

Youth Group 
Margaret Lovely  
01909 773291

Activities in the church
You are welcome to join any of the following activities

Puzzle corner answers
from page 22, no cheating...
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Sunday services  
You are warmly welcome to attend any of our services 
9.15am  Morning Service  Weekly 
11.00am  Family Service  2nd Sunday of the Month 
9.15am  Morning Worship  3rd Sunday of the Month 
12.30pm  Baptisms  3rd and 4th Sunday of the Month 

Weekday services 
9.30am  Holy Communion Wednesday 
We would be grateful if people could kindly park sensibly around the church at all times please. 

Directory 
Vicar Rev. Gary Schofield  Vicarage, Manor Road, Wales  01909 771111
Readers Mrs Nora Brook  76 Storth Lane, Kiveton Park 01909 771393
 Mr R Lunt 1 Rodwell Close, Treeton 0114 269 4479
Churchwardens Mrs Beryl Webster  42 Walesmoor Ave, Kiveton Park 01909 770882
 Mrs Judith Shields 51 Stoneybank Drive, Kiveton Park 01909 515427
Treasurer Mr David Shepherd 16 Washington Close, Dinnington 01909 565811
PCC Secretary Mrs Maureen Shepherd 16 Washington Close, Dinnington 01909 565811
Verger Mrs Beryl Webster  42 Walesmoor Ave, Kiveton Park 01909 770882
St Johns Room Booking Mrs. Angie Flynn   07502448745
Magazine Mr James Wood walesparishnews@gmail.com 07791 561855
Magazine Distribution  Mr Peter Cartlidge   01909 771500

Other useful information 
If you would like to book a wedding or a baptism then please come along to our Family Service on the 2nd 
Sunday of the month. The service starts at 11am but we take bookings from 10.30am. After the service there 
is an opportunity to chat with Reverend Gary or one of the booking team. 

Please kindly contact the Vicar for advice before placing a Monument in Wales Cemetery in memory of 
a dear departed loved one. 

Home Communions for the sick and housebound may be arranged through the Vicar

Church open 9 am to 4 pm every day except for School holidays 

FaceBook: walesparishchurch and walesparishchurchnews
Website: www.walesparishchurch.com

i Information
General information and contacts


